EDITH WESTON PARISH COUNCIL

 Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting of the Edith Weston Parish Council (EWPC) held on Monday 24 August 2020

Attendance:   Paul Boggust (PB) – Chair , Juliette Studdard (JS), Peter Coe (PC), Neil Farmer (NF), Helen Wood (HW) and the Clerk, C. Gwilliam (CG), Craig Woodhall (CW) - Military Liasion.
Visitors:  4 members of the public including County Councillors Bool and Waller
	90/20
	Election of Chair

	
	HW proposed PB, PC seconded, all were in favour.

PB confirmed he is happy to continue as Chair.
Resolved. Paul Boggust voted as Chairman

	91/20
	Election of Vice-Chair

	
	PB proposed JG, PC seconded, all were in favour.

Resolved. Julie Gray voted as Vice-Chair.

	92/20.
	Apologies

	
	Julie Gray (JG)

	93/20.
	Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

	
	None

	94/20
	To review and confirm Committees

	
	· Neighbourhood Planning Committee

Proposed PC, seconded PB.

Resolved. To continue until the next Annual Meeting.

· SGB Committee

Proposed JS, Seconded HW.

Resolved. To continue until the next Annual Meeting.

	95/20
	To review and adopt Governance Documents for 2020/21

	
	· Standing Orders

· Financial Regulations

· Grants and Donations Policy

· Risk Assessment

Adoption of this would be postponed until a suitable alternative could be found and included in the assessment, should the Village Hall become unavailable for meetings.

· Asset List

· Insurance Policy

· GDPR Data Policy 

It was noted a minor amendment needed to cover councillor’s personal information

· Freedom of Information Policy

· Media Policy

· Equal Opportunities Policy

· Transparency Code

Proposed PB, seconded HW, all were in favour.

Resolved. Adopted subject to notes above.

	96/20.
	Public Open Forum

	
	None

	97/20.
	Minutes of the last meeting held on 27 July 2020. Appendix A 

	
	Resolved. To accept and sign as a true record.

	98/20
	Chairman’s report

	
	Chairman read his report as attached. 

	99/20.
	Matters arising from the minutes not on the agenda

	
	· Ongoing Car Parking Issues.
Three action points:

Highway Improvements discussed back in March – Chase with Penny Sharp, RCC

Separately request further car parking review with Lucy Stevenson, RCC

Continue to gather photographic evidence and residents’ complaints.

	100/20.
	Update from the Army

	
	Craig Woodall introduced himself and apologised for not having any specific update for us as this was his first day in post. He will have something prepared for the next meeting.

	101/20.
	Neighbourhood Planning Committee update. 

	
	None

	102/20.
	Future of St George’s Barracks update. 

	
	St George’s Barracks Committee. See Minutes and Report Appendix B
· Consider and approve the report seeking resolution.
JS detailed how, although SGB Committee were not recommending the cheapest quote it was the n e with the less financial risk to the council. She opened  the floor to any questions. All questions were answered to the satisfaction of those asking. 

· Asking for residents’ donations

To cover any further legal advice and representation. Any donations not used for this project will be spent in accordance with the Donations and Grants policy adopted by the Parish Council. 

Resolution A – Appoint Barrister A for legal services re Reg 19 as shown on the report appendix B. Proposed by PB, seconded JS, all in favour and the resolution passed.
Resolution B – Transfer of funds for indicial payment re above £16,800 (£2,800 VAT to be claimed back) Proposed by PB, seconded NF, all in favour and the resolution passed.
Resolution C – Ask for residents’ donations. Proposed by PC, seconded PB, all in favour and the resolution passed.

	103/20.
	To discuss planning applications received

	
	· 2020/0793/CAT
PROPOSAL: G1, G2 & G3 Self set Ash and Sycamore - Reduce to 3.0m to leave a boundary divide. Flat At Wheatsheaf Inn 5 King Edward's Way Edith Weston Rutland LE15 8EZ
Resolved. No objection.

· 2020/0830/FUL
PROPOSAL: Two storey front extension with porch. Single storey and first floor extensions to rear. 2 Weston Road Edith Weston Rutland LE15 8HQ
Resolved. No objection.

· PROPOSAL: Plum tree - reduce by 1metre from crown, 0.5m off side branches. Holly tree (1) - reduce by 1 metre from crown and 0.5metres off lower branches. Norwegian maple - remove lower branches and thin. Holly tree (2) reduce by 2metres from crown and 0.5metres off side branches. 15 Well Cross Edith Weston Rutland LE15 8HG 
Resolved. No objection.

	104/20.
	Update on environmental issues in the Parish:

	
	Pervious application in last meeting minutes to remove Turkey Oak at 15 Rectory Lane has been withdrawn. 
New notice board has been put up and is now in use. 

White feather entrance gates to the village have been cleaned. All 5 benches have also been cleaned.

	105/20.
	Finance:

	
	To note the current bank balance on the Parish Council’s Accounts. Appendix C in draft attached separately with the final to be updated and presented at the meeting.
Resolved. Approval of report.

	106/20.
	To agree payment of invoices: 

	
	· Norman Milne, printing - £7.65

Resolved. To be paid. CG to Action.
· BIFFA Grass cutting 14/4/2020 to 22/7/2020 - £825.60

(inc VAT £137.60 to be claimed back)

Resolved. To be paid. CG to Action.
· Matthew Pope, Notice Board - £420

Resolved. To be paid. CG to Action.
· Matthew Pope, Cleaning benches - £160
Resolved. To be paid. CG to Action.
· Request to transfer funds from savings to cover outgoings.
Resolved. CG to Action.

	107/20
	To discuss correspondence received by the Clerk

	
	· Complaints regarding lorry movements on Pennine Drive and Welland Road have been passed to the SGB Committee and are being dealt with there.
Action points. 

Parish Council will be visiting residents effected to gather feedback and comments. PB/JS
Is Pennine Drive adopted or is it still MOD. CG to approach RCC.

Use evidence gathered as possible agreements against the planning application that has still not been granted.  Traffic impact assessment and agreed road improvements are still out standing
· Hedge along Weston Road - The hedges on both sides of Weston Road going towards Coniston Road are very overgrown and make walking on the school side especially difficult, the hedges look extremely unkempt and unsightly when you drive down the road. I don’t know when the last time they were cut back was, but they need urgent attention now.

School side is the landowner’s responsibility and the other side is DIO responsibility. Unfortunately, both sides are not within the Parish Councils remit. 
· The Public Sector Bodies (Website and Mobile Applications)Accessibility Regulations 2018. 
Our website needs to be compliant by 23 September 2020. 

Resolution. To spend £50 + VAT to get the website hosting providers to provide an accessibility statement if it is needed once she has reviewed the regulations.

· Fence Line between building plots on Church Lane and footpath behind the site. 
Action. CG to forward on to Planning Control. 

	108/20.
	To confirm the date of the next Parish Council meeting, Monday 21 September 2020, 7.15pm via virtual conference if restrictions are still in place. 
If you are unable to attend this meeting, please let a member of the Parish Council know as soon as possible.


CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2019/20

Since the last Chairman’s report in May 2019, it is fair to say that much has changed and many new challenges have presented themselves. 

Councillors Nick Appleton, Ed Jarron and Chair Norman Milne have all resigned from the Parish Council as well as our previous Clerk, Barbara Shirley.  Julie Grey and Juliet Stuttard have both been co-opted onto the council and I stepped in as Chairman. 

I would like to thank Nick, Ed, Norman and Barbara for their commitment and hard work during their time serving on the Parish Council and also thank Julie and Juliet for joining us and hitting the ground running. We still have one vacant position for Parish Councillor which we are hoping to fill via co-option soon. I would also like to thank our Ward members Gale Waller and Ken Bool for their continued dedication and hard work in serving our community.

There is one other person to thank; Cathie Gwilliam, who took over as Parish Clerk in September 2019, and since then has done a tremendous amount of work reinvigorating the parish council website, reengaging with staff on St George’s Barracks and updating many of the procedural documents needed within the Parish Council. Cathie is someone else who has hit the ground running (very quickly). 

Despite the considerable challenges that came with the Covid-19 pandemic, the Parish Council has continued to work hard on behalf of its parishioners and items of note are:

· When the Covid-19 lock down hit, Councillor Helen Wood and staff at the Village Shop set up the Community Volunteers response group, working very hard supplying our more vulnerable and shielding residents with shopping and vital supplies.

· Set up virtual ways of running meetings and communicating with residents.

· Contributed to tidying up the Weston Road Cemetery.

· Worked with Police and RCC to address car parking and speeding issues within the village (on going).

· Continued to peruse the positive change of the proposed St Georges Barracks development by setting up a dedicated Parish Council Committee. 

· Replaced the main village notice board.

· Gained a bronze award in recognition of our commitment to the Armed Forces as part of the Armed Forces Covenant. 

As always, the Parish Council has strived to improve itself where much of Cathie’s work in updating out of date policy documents and producing new policy’s and procedures has come into play. She has attended several workshops to assist in the copious amounts of red tap involved in conducting Parish Council day to day business. 

I would like to think that as a team, the Parish Council has risen to the challenges of changes in personnel and changes in the political and social environments and continued to provide representation and support for all Edith Weston’s parishioners. We are committed to continuing to work towards providing a positive impact on our community no matter what challenges our ever-changing world puts before us. 

I consider it a privilege to serve as chair of this dedicated team. 

Many thanks

Paul Boggust

Edith Weston Parish Council Chair
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EDITH WESTON PARISH COUNCIL

 Minutes of the meeting of the Edith Weston Parish Council (EWPC) held on Monday 27 July 2020

Attendance:   Paul Boggust (PB) – Chair, Julie Gray (JG), Juliette Studdard (JS), and the Clerk, C. Gwilliam (CG)

Visitors:  6 members of the public including County Councillors Bool and Waller
	76/20.
	Apologies

	
	H. Wood (HW), N. Farmer (NF), Peter Coe (PC)

	77/20.
	Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

	
	None

	78/20.
	Public Open Forum

	
	Ken Otter, Parish Councillor from Tallington offered support to all Parish Councils, District Councils and MP’s in getting funding for better access to the A1. All information on the Tallington Bypass campaign is on there website http://www.tallingtonbypass.info/
One question was asked. What was South Kesteven view of their proposal? Ken Otter replied that they are able and willing to promote this proposal. 

	79/20.
	Minutes of the last meeting held on 29 June 2020. 

	
	Resolved. To accept and sign as a true record.

	80/20.
	Matters arising from the minutes not on the agenda

	
	· Police and DIO feedback regarding security concerns at Ullswater, Windermere and Derwent
CG detailed conversation she has had with MPGS on base and the DIO housing estate manager about security concerns around the development work being carried out. Also feedback from the local Police. They are all aware of residence concerns.
· Car Parking complaints

Any further problems should be documented by photos and forward them to the clerk, and she will pass them on. Rutland Sailing club and the cemetery layby are still packed. We will be presenting these issues to Rutland Water Partnership via Chairman of the Council Edward Baines and the park manager involved.  

· Armed Forces Covenant

Application has been excepted. 

	81/20.
	Update from the Army

	
	None

	82/20.
	Neighbourhood Planning Committee update. 

	
	Nothing to report.

	83/20.
	St George’s Barracks Committee update. 

	
	Complaint letter about EIA not including an SCI. It was disappointing to note that RCC did not reply until after the SCI consultation had ended. Their answer is not conclusive. We will be drafting a reply asking why they felt an EIA was not a reasonable thing to do. 

Regarding the SIC they have confirmed they would take into account our complaints as part of the consultation. We will be responding, requesting our formal complaints be dealt with in line with RCC complaints procedure.

Action. JG will draft two responses. 

	84/20.
	To discuss planning applications received

	
	· 2020/0691/CAT. PROPOSAL: 1 no. Turkey Oak (T526) - fell as unstable. 15 Rectory Lane Edith Weston Rutland
Resolved. To comment as follows “The Parish Council, having looked at the tree are not confident that it is unstable and feel that the removal of the tree will be detrimental to the streets view as it will leave a very large gap. We would request that the Tree Officer do a inspection before any decision is made.” CG to Action

The Clerk would also like ever one to note that she has resurrected the EWPC Website Planning page and will keep it up to date.

NF is also working on a draft tree policy for the Parish Council and is waiting for comments from the RCC Tree Officer.

	85/20.
	Update on environmental issues in the Parish:

	
	Streetlamps Update.

RCC are happy to start the process if the Householder or EWPC are prepared to cover the cost. 

Resolved. To call a meeting with the property owners to discuss RCC response. 

	86/20.
	Finance:

	
	· To note the current bank balance on the Parish Council’s Accounts. Appendix C to be presented at the meeting.

Resolved. Approval of report.

· VAT Claim Quarter 1 2020/21 - £123.86 

Resolved. Approval of Quarter 1 2020/21 VAT claim. CG to Action.

	87/20.
	To agree payment of invoices: 

	
	· Marrons Consultants, Planning advice - £4,380 

(inc VAT £730 to be claimed back)

Resolved. CG to check with PC to make sure he is satisfied all elements of the agreement have been met before final payment is made. CG to Action.
· Greenbarnes Ltd, the new notice board - £2,352.76 

(inc VAT £470.56 to be claimed back)

Resolved. To be paid. CG to Action.
· Community Heartbeat, replacement defib pads - £51.60

(inc VAT £8.60 to be claimed back)
Resolved. To be paid. CG to Action.
· Norman Milne, printing - £18

Resolved. To be paid. CG to Action.
· NOTE:- Scribe Accounting annual subscription has been paid - £343.20 

(inc VAT £57.20 to be claimed back)

Resolved. It has been noted this has been paid.

	88/20
	To discuss correspondence received by the Clerk

	
	· Covid – 19. EWPC response. 
· Tommys Close trustees have decided that, due to financial implications of the covid compliance measure and producers, the decision has been to leave it closed. There is only 7 months life left on the play equipment and the trustee’s will now be focusing on fund raising for replacement. 

	89/20.
	To confirm the date of the next Parish Council meeting, Monday 24 August 2020, 7.15pm via virtual conference if restrictions are still in place. This will follow on from the Parish Council AGM.

If you are unable to attend this meeting, please let a member of the Parish Council know as soon as possible.



Edith Weston Parish Council, SGB Committee Report, 10 August 2020.

Appointment of legal representation for Edith Weston Parish Council in respect to the Reg 19 response and subsequent hearings.
Introduction:

The SGB Committee would like to recommend to the Parish Council that in order to produce an effective argument in favor of a more suitable and sustainable development on the St Georges Barracks site, the Parish Council will require, professional, legal representation. 

Quotations:

The committee have shown due diligence in obtaining quotations from three separate companies, however due to the commercially sensitive nature of the information held within those quotes, a summery is provided as follows:

Quote A.

() £25,000 to a ceiling of £30,000+ VAT. Ghost writing Reg 19 representation for Edith Weston Parish Council. Preparing the statements for the inspector. Prepare for and attend an estimated 3-day hearing.
Staged payments can be agreed and with break clauses, should funding not be available.

Quote B.

() approx. £20,000. Drafting representations in objection to the Local Plan and SA in relation to a high level planning review and submission of representations.
Quote C.

() have quoted £15,000 to £20,000+ VAT. Preparation of response only. Attendance at examination would be in addition and payable up front. 

Other deciding factors:

Having completed great deal of research into legal representatives, the committee and has talked at length with several external sauces seeking recommendations, watched briefings and conducted informal interviews with possible candidates. All committee members have been very impressed with Quote A and are happy to recommend Quote a too be the best value for money, when considering experience in the field, success rate and the flexibility in terms and conditions of their possible appointment. 

Recommendation: 

To appoint Quote A in line with itemised quotes, subject to funding being available.

WORKING PARTIES TO ASSIST EDITH WESTON AND ENSURE WE HAVE COVERED THE KEY

ASPECTS THAT WILL HAVE DIRECT IMPACT ON THE VILLAGE.

They will also help with RESPRESENTATIONS if referencing against evidence and polices re noted.

We do have some great talent in the Parish and we recommend ask questions of each other and

friends to find out who might be best placed to help you.
Zoom briefing meeting could be arranged. Suggested leaders & topics
Cathie - communications - village and other parish council’s ad our neighbours too

Peter – Minerals, highways (help Neil) & planning!

Paul – Site allocations

· What has been taken out 2017, 2018 & why

· Why was the site selection methodology change and what did this actual achieve?

· Of the site that were removed – how many landowners/developers cab we contact – are they sending in a representation?

Helen – assist Cathie with communication. 
· Liaison with Village and assist with donation promotion?

· Liaise with Military to see if we can get a realistic date they are leaving – in writing would be great! And Increased Village social media

Juliet - Shaping the SGB Policy – this policy sets the parameters for planning permission.

· Are they strong enough – what will we get, do they reflect a Rutland Village?

· Are they what we are promised, how do we ensure the village is protected – conservation?

village, neighbourhood plan, Separate garden village – buffer?

· We need to shape what we would accept as a reasonable new village?

Julie - Liaise with barrister, Liaise with F 4 R, Liaise with community via parish

· Work with F4R, PCLG to generate responses from key stakeholders and locals with a vested

interest. Try and get press & celebrity coverage?

Neil - To liaise with Peter & NL about lorries – stopping this planning permission is important 

stopping the vehicle movements until the reposts requested by highways would really help.
Highways – traffic surveys – with Manton? – webcams – cyclist – H & S -
(Information redacted due to commercially sensitive nature) 
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